MINUTES
of the
FIRST MEETING f the OTLEY COUNCIL 0F CHRISTIAN CHURCHES held on the 29th November,1965, at Trinity Methodist Church, Otley, commencing at 7-30 p.m.
PRESENT:_ The Rev.Norman Forster,B.D., and Mr.D.B.Good (Methodist
Church), the Rev.Father Backhouse, Mrs Swales, Mr.W.Teasdale and Mr.Greeley (Roman Catholic Church), Mr.D.Procter,
(Parish Church), Mr.C.Moxon, Mr.J.Jenkins and Mrs Vance, (Congregational Church)
Father Backhouse outlined what had taken place at the preliminary meeting of the local Clergy and lay members, which had taken place recently. He expressed deep concern at the fact that only 2000 people out of the population of Otley, attended a place of worship, and hoped that the Churches would unite to combat this irreligious and unhappy state of affairs.
Mr.Teasdale proposed that the name "Otley Council of Christian Churches" be adopted. This proposal was seconded by Mr.D.B.Good and met with unanimous approval.
Mr.Teasdale also proposed that Mrs Vance be appointed Secretary of the Council for the period of one year. This proposal was seconded and approved and Mrs Vance agreed to act in that capacity.
Mr.D.B.Good proposed that Father Backhouse act as Chairman of this Meeting. This was seconded and approved and Father Backhouse graciously consented to fill this office.
At this point, lay delegates explained that they must report the proceedings back to their respective Church Councils or Church Meetings, and any arrangements made and decisions arrived at, approved by these bodies.

CHRISTIAN UNITED WEEK OF PRAYER
A great deal of discussion took place as to the best procedure to be adopted by the Churches during the above week of prayer, and it was finally agreed each Church hold their own Meetings on their own premises.
The Rev.Norman proposed that one united service be held in the town, supported by all denominations. This was seconded and approved.
Mr.D.Procter proposed that this Service be held in the Wesley Hall.
The Rev.N.Forster agreed on behalf of his Church Trustees and the proposal was seconded and approved. The date of the Service was fixed as Tuesday the l8th January,1966t  to commence 8.00 p.m.
The Rev. Norman Forster  proposed that the leaflet issued by the World Council of Church be used as a basis for the order of worship, and that the hymns be selected by the Clergy. This was seconded and approved.

Mrs Swales proposed that the Rev.Norman Forster conduct the Service. This was seconded and approved and Mr.Forster kindly agreed to do so.
Discussion then took place with regard to Speakers, whether Clergy or Lay, and how many, and it was finally agreed that two Speakers be invited. Father Bac-ihouse agreed to find one Speaker, and Mr.Procter agreed to ask Canon Clayton to provide the second Speaker.

PUBLICITY
Delegates were asked to ensure that their respective church give prominence to the importance of the step now being taken in order that the best possible representative congregation may attend the Service on the l8th January. Publicity also to be given from the pulpit, through all Church Meetings, Church Magazines, and News Letters,etc.,

The Secretary was asked to draw up an Article for the Press, regarding this Meeting and the formation of the Otley Council of Churches. Also to place advertisements in the local press for the two weeks prior to the Service.
The Secretary was also asked to prepare suitable material for 400 window bills - 100 for each Church - to be placed in shop windows, on all notice boards in Church premises and also in the windows of private houses.
It was also agreed that large posters be placed outside the various Churches and one to be placed at the Jubilee Clock - for the Period of one week prior to the Service. Mr.D.B.Good undertook to provide boards and to erect the posters and take away later. This offer was warmly accepted and Mr.Good thanked for his offer.

FINANCE
Bearing in mind the cost of the necessary advertisements, posters, window Bills,etc., it was realized that funds would have to be provided and the Rev.Norman Forster proposed that each Church be asked to underwrite a share of the expenses incurred. Mr.Moxon at this point, stated that as Joint Treasurer of the Congregational Church, he could safely say that the Congregational Church would be quite willing to bear part of the cost.
The Rev.Norman Forster here proposed that Mr.Moxon be appointed Treasurer of the Council for the period of one year, as it was obvious that we should need funds and that some accounts must be kept. This was seconded and approved and Mr.Moxon expressed his willingness to act in this capacity.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Meeting to be 7th February,1966, at 7-30 p.m. at Wesley Hall, Boroughgate,Otley, and that the Rev.S.Leon Cook be invited to act as Chairman.
There being no other business, and the time being 10-30 p.m., Father Backhouse closed the Meeting with the Benediction.
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